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This Is Not a Toy for a Child

for cello and orchestra
duration ca. 19 min.

1. Shadow Stitches (ca. 7'30™)
11. Zip, Zap (ca. 3'30")
III. Arga Warga (ca. 8")

The first two movements are connected (attacca). There’s a short pause before the start of Arga Warga.

The score is notated in C.

instrumentation:

2 flutes (1 = piccolo, 2 = alto flute)

2 oboes (2 = English horn)

2 clarinets in Bb (1 = Eb, 2 = bass clarinet)
2 bassoons (2 = contrabassoon)

4hornsin F

3 trumpets in Bb

2 tenor trombones
1 bass trombone
tuba

percussion (3 players; see below)
solo cello

strings

percussion requirements:

Player 1:

small triangle

5 pieces of resonant scrap metal

7 bowls (B3, C4, Ct4, D4, E4, Fi4, Gt4)

4-12 disposable cups (Dixie or red plastic, in a range of sizes, or with different amounts of tape on bottom to create range of pitches)
glockenspiel (notated two octaves below sounding pitch)

one medium-small suspended cymbal

bongos

small bass drum

Player 2:

medium triangle

4 tin cans (one 16 oz. can, two 28 oz. cans, one 1-gallon can)
crotales (two octaves, notated two octaves below sounding pitch)
5 metal pipes (C4, D#4, E4, Fi4, G4)

xylophone

one medium-large suspended cymbal

side drum (no snares)

medium bass drum

Player 3:

large triangle

4 tin cans (one 16 oz. can, one 28 oz. can; two 1-gallon cans)
3 large pieces of bubble wrap

2 suspended cymbals (medium-large and large)

vibraphone

tenor drum

large bass drum

Accidentals hold for the measure, but I use a lot of courtesy accidentals (often reapplying every beat).
Dotted slurs = phrasing across rests.

c.L.t. = col legno tratto

c.Lb. = col legno battuto

The third movement is a setting of Monkey Fist, a solo cello piece I wrote for David Russell.



Score in C.
Dedicated to David Russell, Christian Baldini, and the UC Davis Symphony Orchestra.
In memoriam Robert Graham McGuire (1917-2010).
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take Piccolo
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A bit faster J =ca. 108
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Heavy, intense J=ca. 96
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(or practice mute, or plunger almost completely closed)
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